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Christopher Vozzo Northeast 
Region Account Manager 
for Quark, Inc. will dicuss 
and demonstrate Quark-
XPress 6.5, highlighting 
new features and migra-
tion paths from legacy 
technologies. Time 

permitting, Chris might even 
give us a sneak peak at the future, showing 
a bit of QuarkXPress 7 which is currently in 
beta. He will also discuss X-Ray magazine 
– the definitive guide for QuarkXPress  users. 
Promotional materials for the magazine 
will also be available to the audience. 0

February’s Meeting

February’s meeting brought the stars to 
LIMac as Dave Brody, Executive Producer and 
Director of Media for Imaginova demonstrated 
the wealth of features in the Starry Night
family of astronomical software products. The 
large audience was “asking for more” even 
as Dave’s formal presentation ended around 
8:30 p.m., and many questions followed.

Continually improved from the (Mac-only) 
Starry Night Deluxe of about ten years ago, 
this premiere application is still developed on 
Macintosh computers, although current soft-
ware packaging provides for the “other” plat-
form as well. 

This full-featured desktop planetarium can 
display the sky from any location, at any time 
of day or night, spanning the past, present, 
and future. With visually compelling graphics, 
Starry Night can render the sky in beautiful 
colors or in screens suitable for mapping, charts, 
and use at the telescope. The latest version (5.x) 
incorporates larger databases, improve the 
tab-based search and labelling functions, have 
an even more appealing user interface, and 
can export still images, create 3-D QuickTime
movies of your cosmic travels, and more.

Users can select an object from the sky, 
magnify, get detailed information, or even 
travel to the object itself and view the sky from 
elsewhere! It’s even possible to journey out-
ward beyond the known local database of stars, 
pass through the databases of known galaxies 
and view the large-scale soap bubble structure 
of the entire known universe.

Currently available in four different ver-
sions (Complete Space and Astronomy package 
for beginners, Enthusiast, Pro, and Pro-Plus 

for the most advanced users, with prices ranging 
from about $60 to $250) the software can call 
on Internet databases periodically and update 
positions of satellites, asteroids, and comets. 
Starry Night can be used to plan an evening’s 
observing, highlight upcoming sky events, and 
link to related pages on the www.space.com Web 
site.

The large audience attendance demon-
strated a high interest in this type of software, 
and this author is willing to demonstrate some 
of the capabilities and possible personalized cre-
ations at a future meetng. 0

–Sam Storch (Sam is one of our long-time 
members and is a Professor of Astronomy.)

MARCH

10

General meeting time schedule:
Meetings are held at The New York Institute of Technology, 
Building 300 (Anna Rubin Hall), Old Westbury. Long Island.
Meetings start promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Bradley Q&A 7:00–7:30 p.m. Beginner’s Q&A 7:00–7:30 p.m.
Featured presentation 7:30–8:20 p.m. 
followed by announcements/raffle drawing
SIG (Special Interest Group) meetings 8:30–10:00 p.m.
Multimedia SIG: Al Zygier will show how to make a children’s video 
more exiting!
Photoshop SIG: Lead by Brian Revere. How to use Photoshop for animation.

MacBasics SIG: How to deal with e-mail 
attachments, plus PDFs: what they are 
and what to do with them. 
| In bad weather, call (516) 686-7789.
| The next LIMac board meeting 
will be at the Plainedge Library, (516) 
735-4133, on Wednesday, 
March 15th, at 8 p.m.  

Dave Brody
showing  the
program:
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