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Say kids, what time is it? No, 
it’s not Howdy Doody time 
– it’s time for our favorite 
Apple Systems Engineer, 
Dave Marra, to return to 
LIMac. Yes, it’s time once 
again for LIMac’s annual 
Dave Marra experience!

Join Dave 
Marra, Apple 
Senior Systems 
Engineer, for an 
exciting evening 
exploring the 
amazing new hard-
ware and software 
products recently 

released from Apple. We will 
take an in-depth look at the brand new iMac, 
MacBook Pro and Mac mini, all running with 
Intel Core Duo processors. For the latest in 
exciting Apple software, we’ll have fun making 
podcasts with iLife ‘06 – featuring significantly 
updated versions of iPhoto, iMovie, iDVD and 
GarageBand, along with the brand new iWeb! 
Finally, we will finish up with iWork ‘06, Apple’s 
updated productivity suite featuring Pages and 
Keynote, for creating professional-looking docu-
ments and simply stunning presentations.

Be prepared for an exciting show!  0
–Rick Matteson

Let ’em know 
you’re a LIMac member!
Our Famous LIMac logo is now available to be 
embroidered on any wearable item.

High-quality embroidery is done by ACU 
Plus Custom Embroidery, located at 3700 
Hempstead Turnpike, Levittown, NY 11756; 
(516) 520-1039. www.acuplusembroidery.com/
index.html. 0

March’s Meeting
On Friday, March 10, 
we were scheduled to 
have a presentation on 
QuarkXPress 7.

Unfortunately 
the presenter had a 
family emergency 

and was not able to come. One of our 
most active members (and a board member), 
Al Zygier, stepped in with only four hours 
notice. Al gave a great presentation on the art 
of making a first class home movie. He showed 
that this can be done using any of the many 
Mac video-editing programs.

The first step, (which Al stressed) is to use a 
tripod, and set it up eight- to ten-feet away. 

Next, he suggested shooting the video 
without sound. This would make it much easier 
to add your own sounds later on. This partic-
ular presentation focused on making children 
the center of the movie. 

Next step was to play music, (not to be 
recorded) and let the child move to the music. 

It is a good idea to take some close-up shots 
to use in some frames. (Al also suggests you 
shoot some scene from different views.)

Next, comes the editing. Al showed dif-
ferent techniques for adding music and how to 
match it to certain frames. He also showed how 
to do various special effects.

This was a very interesting and entertaining 
presentation, and  we were all very impressed 
with the finished product. 

We would like to thank Al very much for 
coming to our rescue. He has contributed 
much to LIMac; we have all learned a lot from 
observing his movie-making techniques. 0

–Scott Randell
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General meeting time schedule:
Meetings are held at The New York Institute of Technology, 
Building 300 (Anna Rubin Hall), Old Westbury. Long Island.
Meetings start promptly at 7:00 p.m.
Bradley Q&A 7:00–7:30 p.m. Beginner’s Q&A 7:00–7:30 p.m.
Featured presentation 7:30–8:20 p.m. 
followed by announcements/raffle drawing
SIG (Special Interest Group) meetings 8:30–10:00 p.m.
Photoshop SIG: Paul Revere’s Photoshop Ride. Recreating story of 
Brian’s 5th Great Grandfather (which occurred in April, 1775) using 

Photoshop and iMovie.
Multimedia SIG: Al Zygier will show how 
to make a children’s video more exiting!
 MacBasics SIG: How to deal with e-mail 
attachments, plus PDFs: what they are 
and what to do with them. 
| In bad weather, call (516) 686-7789.
| The next LIMac board meeting  
will be at the Plainedge Library, (516) 
735-4133, on Wednesday,  
April 19th, at 8 p.m.  
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 QUOTES‘‘’’
| I read my new iMac G5 users guide and 
it says to shutdown before moving. If you 
move it while the hard disk is spinning, you 
can damage it, causing loss of data. If that’s 
true, what about my iBook? eMacs and G4s? 
I have to move the iMac to plug in a USB 
cable.
The iBook uses a 2.5˝ format hard drive which 
is shock and vibration protected. The iMac 
G5 uses a 3.5˝ drive that is far more sensitive. 
250G at 2 msec Operating Shock for a Seagate 
Momentus 5400.2 or 900G at 1 msec non 
operating. Compare that to a Barracuda 7200.7 
which is rated at 63 Gs at 2 msec operating and 
350 Gs at 2 msec. These are typical specs for the 
kind of drives found it these machines. So the 
portable can handle four times the shock while 
running compared to the desktop drive. The 
eMac and PowerMac G4 also use 3.5˝ drives. 
The only desktop model that uses the small 
drives is the small Mac mini. So if you intend 
to move your iMac while it’s running, do it 
gently. That doesn’t extend to just tilting it back 
and forth on it’s stand. If you intend to really 
reposition your iMac G5, of course you’d have 
to shut down and disconnect all the cables and 
grab the iMac G5 by the sides. Now if you just 
want to swivel it left to right, you may want to 
buy the i360° turntable base, made by Rain 
Design (about $40). The older iMac G5 models 
with the flat back (non-iSight) had the VESA 
mounting option, so you could go with a swing 
arm (like Ergtron’s) and move the iMac up and 
down, right to left and tilt up and down. You 
have to remove the pedestal stand and screw 
on the 100mmx100mm VESA adapter kit. The 
17˝ iMac could use the cool Neo-Flex arm, but 
the 20 ,̋ which weighs too much, needs the LX 
LCD arm. These arms mount to the edge of the 
desk or on the wall. Ergotron even has a HD45 
arm for the 30-inch Cinema HD display. Of 
course in Ergotron’s case, HD stands for Heavy 
Duty, not High Definition like Apple uses. Of 
course, if you have a powered USB hub attached 
to the iMac, you should be able to plug things 
into that and leave the cables plugged in and 
not move anything around.
| Is there a version of Firefox for Mac OS 
9? I’m curious because you can’t download 
Internet Explorer any more.
No, there is not a version of Firefox for OS 9, but 

TypeTester 
Compares Web 
Typefaces
by Adam C. Engst 
ace@tidbits.com
If you’re the designing 
type, perhaps you 
can visualize what 
different typefaces 
look like without 
seeing them on 
screen.

But for people 
like me, seeing is 
believing, and when-
ever I’m looking at 
creating something 
for the Web, the trial-
and-error process 
of finding a good 
combination of font 
settings always takes 
longer than I’d like. 
With the TypeTester, a 
sleek online applica-
tion written by Marko 
Dugonjic, you can 
ease and speed 
up that process. 
(Thanks to Anne-
Marie Concepcion 
for tipping me off 
to TypeTester in her 
free DesignGeek news-
letter; if you work in 
design or layout, you 
should be reading it.
http://www.seneca-
design.com/design-
geek/.

In essence, 
TypeTester is a 

 TIPS!

Tutorial: Ten ways to stay out of trouble  
By Ted Landau
Many troubleshooting articles focus on how to 
get yourself out of some troubleshooting jam. In 
this article, I instead want to look at the other 
side of the table: How to keep yourself out of 
trouble in the first place. I will not be covering 
here any of the oft-cited maintenance routines 
(such as repairing permissions or running cron 
jobs). Instead, I will be covering even more basic 
advice that is also, in most cases, even more 

simple to do. Despite this, it is advice that is too 
often ignored...at the user’s peril.
1. Back up. Back up often.
Sure – you’ve heard it before: It’s important 
to back up. But it bears repeating. No matter 
what problem you have, you can avert complete 
disaster by having your files backed up. The death 
of a hard drive that has not been backed up is the 
computer equivalent to having your house burn 
down. A lifetime of treasured documents could 
be lost forever. But with a computer, you have a 

huge advantage as compared to your house: For 
very little money, you can maintain a duplicate of 
the contents of your drive. If your hard drive dies, 
nothing of value is lost at all. To accomplish this 
feat, all you need to do is make sure you have a 
recent backup of your data. That’s why backing 
up is at the top of my list.

How and exactly what you back up can vary 
as a matter of personal preference. You can 
use the Finder to just save the important files 
in your Home directory. Or you can use any one 

of a number of utilities (such as SuperDuper! or 
Data Backup) to make a bootable clone of your 
entire drive. Or anything in between. It depends 
upon exactly what you feel is critical to save, and 
how much time you are willing to invest in doing 
it. Just make sure you do it. Personally, I maintain 
a copy of my entire drive on a separate external 
FireWire drive. In addition, I periodically burn 
critical data to a CD.

Whatever method you choose, back up your 
data to a destination that is not simply another 

you can use Netscape 7.0.2 at http://ftp.netscape.
com/pub/netscape7/english/7.02/mac/macos8/
sea/Netscape-mac-full.bin or Mozilla 1.3.1 at 
www.t3.rim.or.jp/~harunaga/mozilla-macos9/
mozilla-macos9-1.3.1.sea.bin or the iCab 3 beta 
at www.yangsheng.de/icab/iCab30Beta382_
PPC_E.sit These are the latest browsers for the 
venerable OS 9, with iCab at least having been 
recently updated and perhaps future develop-
ment for the abandoned operating system.
| Do you prefer Firefox over Safari? 
Where I work we have to use Firefox.
I use Safari for most things, and Firefox for a 
couple of things that don’t work right in Safari 
for some reason. Then again I also keep on my 
(Q&A continues on Page 3.)

It’s always more fun when something exciting is 
happening and they are happening now.

If you have been wondering about the 
Designscapes logo that has been gracing our 
Web pages and in the Forum, it is there because 
they are supporting the LIMac monthly raffle 
with a year’s worth of iPods. Each month until 
January 2007 we will have a different iPod as 
part of our monthly raffle. One month it may 
be a Nano the next month it may be a 60G 
iPod with a color display. When you come to a 
monthly meeting, and after you sign in for new 
monthly door prize, you should look for the 
black velvet covering on our raffle table. That is 
where you will find the iPod that will be raffled 
that evening. Check out our Web site: www.
limac.org/raffle.html  and the Forum for our 
latest winners. Good luck!

For anyone using a video camera, there 
is a national short homemade movie contest 
that is sponsored by Boston Market (This 
contest ends May 28, 2006). In the April and 
May Multimedia SIG meetings, we will review 
and demonstrate what is needed to make a 
60-second movie that is fun and entertaining. 
Although sponsored by Boston Market, this 
is not a food movie and at last month’s general 
meeting, Al Zeiger has already offered us some 
great inspiration. This is an opportunity for 
anyone – and as a LIMac member attending 
these Multimedia SIG meetings can only help 
to win real prizes. For all information, visit their 
Web site: www.myextrahour.com/and come to 
our April Multimedia SIG meeting. 0

Web-based font com-
parison utility.

It provides three 
columns, each of 
which can have dif-
ferent specifications, 
and each of which 
displays a paragraph 
of text (Lorem Ipsum 
is the default, but you 
can enter your own) 
in a variety of dif-
ferent styles. Here’s 
how it works. 

First, choose a 
typeface from a pop-
up menu that help-
fully divides them 
into three categories: 
typefaces that are 
available by default 
for both Mac OS X 
and Windows, Mac 
OS X-only defaults, 
and Windows-only 
defaults. You can 
also specify any other 
typeface loaded on 
your computer.

 Second, choose 
from pop-up menus 
to set the size, 
leading, tracking, 
alignment, word 
space, decoration, 
color, and back-
ground color (the 
color picker is truly 
amazing). As you 
choose each item, 
TypeTester auto-
matically restyles the 
associated column of 
sample paragraphs 
using CSS styles. 

TypeTester is free. 
Give it a look!
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