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LIMac was estab-
lished in 1984, when
the Mac was intro-
duced. Annual dues
for membership is
$36. First meeting is
free. For information,
contact any of the
following:

Membership

Donald Hennessy
(516) 541-3186
aboutlimac @ aol.com

Technical Advice
Bradley Dichter
(631) 348-4772
bdichter@ cdr.net
Program
Coordinator

Rick Matteson
rgmlimac
@optonline.net
Photoshop SIG
Rich Scillia

(516) 783-6622
rscillia @ optonline.net
Photography SIG
Murray Hoffman
hoffmancamera
@ dav.net
Beginners SIG
Geoff Broadhurst
gahoof @ aol.com

Internet SIG
Al Choy
achoy @ optonline.net

Multimedia SIG
Bernie Flicker

twoflick
@optonline.net

Produced using:
TextSpresso, Tex-
Edit Plus, Adobe’s
InDesign, Photoshop,
lllustrator and
Acrobat.

The Forum is published
monthly by LIMac. All con-
tents, except where noted,
are copyright ©2003 by
LIMac. Opinions expressed
are the views of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect
those of LIMac. Contents
may be reprinted for non-
commercial use, with due
acknowledgment to LIMac.
The LIMac Forum is an inde-
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not been authorized, spon-
sored or otherwise approved
by Apple Computer, Inc.

April’s Meeting

May’s Meeting

Due to a automobile accident, the representa-
tive from ThinkFree could not make it. Ira
Feigelman is OK, his car is not. With only 30
minutes advance notice, we called on Scott
Randall. Scott demonstrated shareware for
Mac OS 9 and Mac OS 10.

One of the most useful products he intro-

duced was :_GmphitConwzrteVTby lemkesoft
($35). Carbonized for ¢ither Mac OS 9 or Mac
0S 10, GraphicConverter could be called a
poor man’s Photoshop. Originally a utility for
converting dozens of file formats, including
some from Apple II and Amiga machines and
DOS/Windows machines, it now has image
editing features and can use plug-ins designed
for Photoshop. .

Also, we got demonstrations of xBe: )
standardized speed benchmarking tester); X
' Ba/li(a nice breakout game for Mac OS 8.5 or

Mac OS 10 and only $10 for the deluxe version);

:_R_ﬂg_Ti_W_w_:(for Mac OS 8.1to Mac OS 9 (v5.6.2)
or Mac OS 10 (v5.6ftl), a highly-regarded,

Thanks to Scott for saving the day (er...
evening) with a stellar presentation.k —Bradley

Please note the new link in the head of the
LIMac web site for Classified Ads. Besides the
free ads offered to members in the FORUM, we
are offering (with no time limit) an ad on our
Web site.

You can advertise in four main categories:
» Help Wanted
» Secks Employment
» For Sale
» Wanted to Buy

Sale items are limited to five items per ad.
If'you have pictures of the items you wish to

Pay Your 2003 Dues:

Send your $36 check to: Long Island
Macintosh Users Group, Post Office Box 2048,
Seaford, New York 11783-0180 or bring it to
the next meeting! &
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\ How’s your digital hub
.~ working these days? Don’t
know what a digital hub
is? Find out from Tom
Cappellett and Blayne Perry
from the Apple Store in
SOHO. Tom and Blayne will do a tandem pre-
sentation of zLife and show you “what happens
when you take four best-of-breed multimedia
applications — ¢Tunes for managing music;
iPhoto for digital photography; :Movie for
editing digital video; and 2DVD for creating
your own DVDs — and
integrate them they work together seamlessly.”
Apple says, “Suddenly, it all connects. Let
your imagination soar: The zLif¢ software
applications let you do fun, creative things
with your pictures, music and movies in ways
that PC users can only dream about — and
then you share your joy with family and
friends every which way, from e-mail and the
Internet to print and DVD. And you can do
all these things and more quite nicely without
thumbing through a manual. It’s all part of the
iLife experience.” & —Rick Matteson

Friday, May 9th at 7 p.m., Building 300,
(Anna Rubin Hall), New York Institute of
Technology, Old Westbury.

The Internet SIG: Held at the Bethpage Public Library, (516) 931-3907,
on the third Monday of each month at 7:30 p.m.

Multimedia SIG: iMovie 3 new features and finishing the movie in
progress. Held on the third Monday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in Bernie
Flicker’s offices: ABC Industries, 100 Cleveland Avenue, Freeport, call
(516) 867- 8400, ext. 325 (send your e-mail address for details).
SIGs immediately before or after the general meeting:

Beginners SIG: 7 PM - The difference between the bitmap and vector
drawings and how AppleWorks handles each type in all its modules.
MacSkills SIG: 7:45 PM (TBD)

DTP/Photoshop SIG: (TBD)

Photography SIG: 6:30; Bring your camera.

<LIMac meetings, unless other-
wise noted, are held in Building
300 (Anna Rubin Hall) at the
New York Institute of Technology
on Northern Boulevard in Old
Westbury, L.I.

» In bad weather, call (516)
686-7789.

» The next LIMac board meeting
will be at the Plainedge Library,
(516) 735-4133, on Wednesday,
May 14th, at 8 p.m.
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computers on your wireless network.

It’s important to determine if the problem
is reproducible or intermittent. Although an
intermittent problem may be less irksome
than a reproducible problem if you can keep
working through it, intermittent problems are
much harder to track down, because one of the
variables involved is related to a time- or state-
related fact. Reproducible problems almost beg
to be solved, because you can't keep working

until you've solved the problem.
Pay attention to any visible indicators that

might give more information about the problem.

For instance, many devices have status LEDs
that indicate whether a device is turned on and
if it's performing some sort of activity. If those
LEDs aren’t working the way you expect, record
that information.

Break the System Apart Once you have a
firm grasp on the problem, you need to start

breaking the system related to the problem
into discrete steps or pieces. Then you can
start analyzing different parts of the whole. The
hard part here is that you may not realize what
the different parts of the system are, making it
difficult to understand how one could fail. But
if you think about what's involved in using the
system, you should be able to determine most
of the parts.

For instance, take the example of a wireless

network that also has one computer connected
via an Ethernet cable. In this sample network,
the one wired computer is used as an informal
file server. You're using one of the wireless
computers, and you suddenly can’t connect to
a shared folder that's worked fine before. What
are the pieces of this system? Let’s determine
what must be true for the situation to work
properly, after which we can analyze each of the
components. (Continued next month)

InDesign 3:

The third installment
of InDesign will
include interface
tweaks and bug fixes
along with a perfor-
mance boost.

Code-named
Dragontail, the new
version will include
a new PDF workflow
derived from Acrobat
6, as well as new fea-
tures for authoring
eBooks. Sources
said that the PDF
improvements will
usher in a variety
of export options,
including support
for embedded video
and audio files within
a PDF. Intended for
eBooks, this capa-
bility will give users
the option of adding
animation and audio
to their eBooks in the
form of a QuickTime
movie or MP3 file.

InDesign 3 will
also pack a Story
Editor for editing text
frames, JavaScript
support and a
Package for Web fea-
ture that will export
InDesign items with
an XML structure
that can be reused
for the Web.

Other features
will reportedly
include custom key-
board shortcuts, a
Separations Preview
palette, a control
strip with contex-
tual settings and
variables, text wrap
enhancements, and
new color features.

More of Bradley’s Tech Session

the assumption the PC user does not disclose
this, the file name extension should give you

a clue. I’ve seen a few .pps or .ppt files being
passed around, which requires Microsoft
PowerPoint. Of course, you may see many .exe
files being sent, which will require Connectix’s
soon-to-be Microsoft’s Virtual PC to use, as
these are Windows applications. (Until August,
Connectix will still be selling and supporting
Virtual PC for Mac.) Maybe you are getting
Photoshop .psd files and lack Adobe Photoshop.
Get the shareware Graphic Converter to open
these files. For a quick review of file name
extensions, see http.//www.lowisville.edu/
~Imlars0L/indulge/filenameextensions.otml or
bttp.//instruct.uwo.ca/fim-lis/558/558ext. htm
» I got some .AVI movie files but QuickTime
Player can’t use them, nor can Windows
Medin Player. What can?

Try the free VideoLAN Client Media Player.
For a list of supported types, see http.//www.
videolan.org/vic/features.otml and download
at begp:/www.videolan.org/vic/download-
macosx.itml. Sorry, no Mac OS 9 version. You
may also need to use the free DivX Tool to

fix the fourCC info. See http://www.digital-
10k.com/divx_tool/.

» I’'m running Mac OS 9 on a PowerBook G3.

About after every fourth mouse click the
System locks up. Disk First Aid and Apple’s
hardware test CD found nothing wrong,.
Novton Disk Doctor, after six attempts
starting from the CD, before the Finder
loaded and the icons loaded. That didn’t
find anything major to fix.

Have you tried a clean install of Mac OS 92

I’d first try rebuilding the Desktop by starting
up and holding down the Command- Option
keys. The fact that it took so many tries even
when you started oft the CD, leads me to
suspect the Desktop. It still could be a failed
memory upgrade or some other hardware issue
not detected by Apple’s tester. Maybe even a
problem with the trackpad or mouse button
itself. Have you tried using the PowerBook
with a USB mouse? Also, make sure you have
the latest Mac OS 9.2.2 and latest firmware.

» I have a LaCie external FireWire hard
drive and ’m using Mac OS 10.2.4. It shows
up in the Finder and I can drag files to and
from it, but applications like Microsoft

Word doesn’t see it.

It’s probably DOS formatted which the Finder
can use but Carbon applications cannot see.

It ships this way for greatest out-of-the-box
compatibility. Get Info on the drive’s icon to
confirm the format. Copy the files off the
drive, use Apple’s Disk Utility to initialize it

as Mac OS Extended and put Mac OS X drivers
on it. Then copy files back onto it. Try Word
again. By the way, LaCie has released a series
of updates to SilverLining, a Mac OS 9-only
formatting program up to version 6.4.6a.

» I’ve been getting shorter and shorter wire-
less distances on my PowerBook G4 despite
moving up from the original silver Airport
Base Station, to the White Base Station and
now to the Airport Extreme Base Station
with a Dr. Bott omnidirectional antenna.
Seems like the problem is a worsening connec-
tion inside the laptop to the antennas. You can
send it for repair, or insert a 802.116 PC card
with external antenna, for a wireless link even
better than a perfect internal one. Consider
buying the Macsense AeroCard Plus WPE-700
with a high-power antenna. It works in Mac
0S 9 and OS 10.

» I loose my Optimum Online Internet
connection via Azrport every time I start
up in Mac OS 10.2. I have to go to the Menu
Bar and start it.

I would first make sure you have the Airport
card at the top of the list of your active
Network Port Configurations. This will give

it priority and the default Internet access
method. The Aérport card will be turned oft
to conserve battery power if the laptop was
un-plugged from AC power at any time. I’d
suggest updating your base station firmware as
well as your Asrport software on your Mac. &

Sove Eyes continued from Page 4

Asante Technologies www.asante.com/
salesdocs/MacUserGroupMembers/ugpromo.pdf
Or phone Kevin Daniels at 800-662-9686
Extension 390 or e-mail kdaniels @ asante.com.
ArcaneWare www.arcaneware.com/mugoffer
CodeTek Studios www.codetek.com

Prosoft www.prosofteng.com

The MUG Store www.applemugstore.com
(Contact me for user ID and password.) &
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Setup Character and
Paragraph Styles in
InDesign:

Careful setup

and use of both
Paragraph and
Character styles
saves time and cre-
ates a consistent
look - especially
with multiple users.
Paragraph styles
change the entire
paragraph, while
Character styles

only change the text
selected. Body text,
drop-caps, body, and
subheads are styled
with Paragraph
styles. The drop cap
itself is changed with
a Character style
(the default is the
same font as the
Paragraph style).
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How’s your digital hub working these
days? Don’t know what a digital hub
is? Find out from Tom Cappellett and
Blayne Perry from the Apple Store

in SOHO. Tom and Blayne will do a
tandem presentation of iLife and

show you “what happens when you take four best-of-
breed multimedia applications — iTunes for managing
music; iPhoto for digital photography; iMovie for editing
digital video; and iDVD for creating your own DVDs — and
integrate them they work together seamlessly.”

Friday, May 9th at 7 p.m., Building 300,
(Anna Rubin Hall), New York Institute of Technology,
Old Westbury.

Helen and

Sheldon Gross
shel9

@ bellatlantic.net
Note: Sore Eyes site
referrals are for your
information only.
Neither the Grosses
nor LIMac endorse
any of the sites or
their products.
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Another way to
specify a blend in
QuarkXPress:

The Colors palette
isn’t the only place
you can apply a
blend. You can

also use the Modify
dialog box, which
can be helpful if you
happen to be making
other changes to

Sore Eyes

User Group News

Went to a meeting of MetroMac this past
month. Dave Marra of Apple was the fea-
tured speaker. He was an interesting speaker,
although he did a hard sell for the new ver-
sion of Apple Final Cut Proand also Final
Cut Express. He took it for granted that his
audience was all using Jaguar and let us know
about the newly released update, 110.2.5.

Since Final Cut Pro costs about $1000 and
Final Cut Express lists for $299, we didn’t
have any difficulty in deciding between them.
According to Dave Marra, there are more
than enough transitions, sounds and goodies
in Express, to keep us (and I believe many
others) satisfied for quite a while. On June 12,
MetroMac will hold a meeting at the Apple
Store in SoHo with David Pogue as their
speaker. Sounds familiar to me.

Dave talked about the coordination
between Tunes, iPhoto and iMovie, and their
case of use. If we weren’t already sold on the
Mac platform, his talk would have done the
job without a doubt. I updated my Cube to OS
X 10.2.5 based on the many reasons itemized
on the Website (info.apple.com) and so far, have
not had any problems. I like to keep up with
the latest versions, and yet I always have a sus-
picion of doubt hovering: Will this be the time
that something causes trouble? Now Shelly is
updating his zBook to see what trouble he can
get into. So far, so good. No problems have yet
appeared.

We’re watching with interest, the analysis
of MacWorld Expo and the suggested replace-
ments for Mac shows once Expo moves back
to Boston in 2004. Maybe we should all take
the trek out to San Francisco to the Moscone
Center next January. We’ll have to think about
that. At any rate, we’re looking forward to one
last whirl this July at the Javitz Center. k

Last month I wrote about Macworld Expo to
be held in New York at the Javits Center on
July 14-18. Alas, the Expo has been reinvented
as Create. Although Apple will have a booth
at Create, it will not be anything like those of
Macworld Expos of past years. This reduced
Apple presence is fallout from the rift between
Apple and IDG. Also, Apple wants to move
away from the pressure of having to introduce
new products at specific timed intervals of the
year. They also feel they can save a great deal
of money by not having to exhibit twice a year.
Steve Jobs is not scheduled to deliver the key-
note address at Create. It seems that the main
benefits of Create will be derived from the
conferences. Their current floor plan indicates
that Create will be about half the size of pre-
vious Macworld Expos. For more information
go to www.macworldexpo.com/macworld2003/
V33/index.cyn and click on Attendee. As of
now, LIMac will be hosting a user group booth
and volunteers are needed. If you can help us
out, please submit your name to Bill Medlow.
We are in the process of raffling off one
of the User Group’s laptops to make way for
a newer model. Only 100 tickets are available.
Once these are sold, we will hold the raffle.
You need not be present to win. Obtain a
ticket(s) at the next meeting or by mailing
a check to our Seaford address made out to
LIMac for $5.00 per ticket. We will put your
name, address and phone number on the ticket
and will call you if you are the lucky winner.
The following vendors have special offers
for user group members only. Check their
Websites:
Casady & Greene betp://ng.casadyy.com
Stupendous Software www.stupendous-
software.com
User Group News continues on Page 3
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Max Rechtman

maxlimac
@optonline.net

your graphic. To try
this, create a picture
box and then choose
Item > Modify to
access the Modify
dialog box. Then
click on the Box tab
and look at the Box
and Blend sections.
As you can see,
there’s no color #1
and #2 here. Instead,
color #1 is the color
showing in the Color
pop-up menu of

the Box section;

and color #2 is the
color displayed in
the Color pop-up
menu of the Blend
section. So, if you're
already in the Modify
dialog box, you can
go ahead and set

up your blend here
rather than trekking
off to the Colors
palette.



